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The Piatt Press
Association of Catholic Tech Students (ACTS) Newsletter 

This past year has been filled with various milestones 
and  accomplishments.  Don  Braswell,  our  faculty 
advisor, celebrated 10 years with ACTS. St. Thomas 
Aquinas Church is celebrating its 75th Anniversary. 
ACTS was chosen as  one of  the top 50 Catholic 
campus ministry  programs in  the  U.S.  The ACTS 

women’s  intramura l  basketba l l  team  won  the  Tech 
championship. Most recently, I celebrated my 20th anniversary 
as a Franciscan Friar of the Province of the Most Sacred Heart 
of Jesus.

Such occasions are reason to celebrate!  Celebration is  at 
the heart of our Catholic faith as we celebrate the Eucharist 
every day. The celebration of the Eucharist situates our hearts 
into a spirit of gratitude as we come together to give our loving 
God praise and thanks. Eucharist, which means “giving thanks,” 
is  not  only  what  we  do,  it’s  who  we  are  as  Catholics.  We 
celebrate God’s love for us and humbly receive his own body 
and blood so as to be his instruments of peace in the Kingdom 
of God right now.  

Celebrations strengthen communities as we recognize the 
goodness in each other and in ourselves. The act of celebrating 
reminds us that all that we have and all that we have to offer is 
a gift. God has given us everything we need to live happy and 
fruitful lives. All we have to do is recognize this and say thanks!  

For my 20th anniversary celebration, the entire community 
came together. All it took was a few phone calls, organized by 
ACTS members, and the food and the help from parishioners 
came pouring in. St. Thomas is a great place to celebrate on so 

many levels. Our main ministry is to serve the students at Tech, 
giving them opportunities to experience the best that college 
and church have to offer. ACTS is a gift. Joining ACTS does not 
require paying dues, dressing a certain way, being initiated, or 
attending mandatory meetings. In return, the student receives 
opportunities to mature and prosper in a healthy and very safe 
environment guided by our motto, “Christ-Centered, Student-
Led.”    

The  activities  sponsored  by  ACTS  —  which  we  call 
“ACTStivities”  —  afford students  opportunities  to  challenge 
themselves outside of their classes. Alumni tell me that their 
experiences with ACTS and St.  Thomas provided them with 
numerous stories for their job interviews. Tech and ACTS make 
a great combination worth celebrating and worth supporting.   

ACTS  is  completely  dependent  on  donations  for  its 
operations.  Grant  money  and  monies  we  receive  from  the 
diocese cover 1/3 of our expenses. The other 2/3 is contingent 
on  your  generosity.  Separate  from 
this  is  the  building  and  grounds 
provided  by  the  parish.  Help  us 
keep  celebrating  the  good  that 
God has given us, so that we can 
continue  to  be  of  service  to  our 
young people who are yearning to 
"Be Catholic  at  Tech.”  Let’s  keep 
the celebrations going!  

Celebrate “Being Catholic at Louisiana Tech”

Spring and Summer Grads
   For each quarter’s graduation, ACTS offers 
the  oppor tun i ty  to  ce lebrate  the 
accomplishments of our ACTS graduates with 
a  luncheon  at  the  E.  Donn  Piatt  (EDP) 
Catholic Student Center.  Resident parishioner 
Kitt Lee is very gracious with his talents and 
provides  the  feast  at  cost.  Having  the 
celebration on the grounds of 
St.  Thomas  Church  provides 
grads and their guests a stress-
free  place  to  enjoy   each 
other’s  company in  the place 
that  many  call  their  “home 
away from home.” 

Br. Mike Ward, O.F.M. is in his 6th year at St. 
Thomas as the campus minister of ACTS.

DONOR REPORT
ACTS publishes two newsletters a 

year. Each newsletter needs to 
generate $10,000 to meet our 

budget. Here are the results from 
our last newsletter.

Parents  …………………… $1,800.00

Alumni ……………………..$1,275.00

Parishioners ………………$1,135.00

Friends ………………………$  700.00

Total  ………………………..$4,910.00



                       

A MESSAGE FROM FR. FRANK FOLINO, O.F.M.,  PASTOR OF ST. THOMAS 

Well,  if  there is  any time we should celebrate 
here at St. Thomas Aquinas Parish and Campus 
Ministry, it is certainly now. Seventy-five years 
ago our parish was founded to minister 

to  the  few  Catholic  professors  and  students  of 
Louisiana  Tech  University.  And  we  are  still  doing 
just that. During those years, of course, the parish 
grew, and grew until it is what it has become today, a 
beacon (or maybe bastion?) of fellowship and safety 
for the relatively small number of Catholics in the 
area. Many a professor was able to be nourished in 
the Faith we profess as Catholic Christians.  Many a 
student didn’t have to go far to worship in their Tradition, 
or be separated from the Church during their time at Tech. 

    So much of the things we have been able to provide were 
made possible by the great gift that Joe Aillet and E. Donn 
Piatt  gave  to  St.  Thomas.  The  Catholic  Student  Center, 

next year, will celebrate 50 years of service 
to  both  students  and  the  parish  at  large.  
There  will  be  more  celebrations  to  come.  
We  hope  to  be  able  to  really  spruce  our 
center  up by  fixing  things  that  have  worn 
out from its constant use.  That is  why we 
hope that our alumni, students, parents, and 
parishioners  at  large  will  be  generous  in 
talent and treasure. We look forward to be 

able  to  continue  our  genuinely  Catholic  and  lovingly 
Franciscan ministry! 

ACTS MISSION STATEMENT
As the Association of Catholic Tech Students of Louisiana Tech University, we encourage 

the development of well-rounded Catholics through the sharing of the joy we have found in 
Christ and the sacraments, evangelization of our campus and community, and by the example of 
Christian fellowship and loving service.

GUATEMALA MISSION TO VALLEY OF THE ANGELS: YEAR  5 

To meet our budget, this newsletter needs to generate $10,000 in donations. Thank you!   

I am very grateful for the opportunity I had to be a part of 
the ACTS Guatemalan Mission Experience two times, once 
as a mission team member, and this year as a team leader, 
ministering with Rachel Morris. As a mission team member, 
I was taking my first step into mission work, and into the 
trip  I  planned  to  be  leading  with  Rachel  the  next  year.  
During the first trip, I learned how important our job as a 
mission team was to Valley’s overall vision. The children at 
Valley  come  from  poverty-stricken  communities  in 

Guatemala where their parents, more often than not, cannot afford to care for 
them. Many of these kids do not see the love God has 
for  them,  and  as  missionaries  it  was  our  job  to  show 
them God’s love. Seeing the difference we made in the 
kids’  lives  just  by  being  there  for  them left  a  lasting 
impression  on  me.   A leaders’s  responsibility  includes 
planning the  mission trip  details,  figuring  out  ways  to 
earn money, and setting team meeting dates. I believe that the most important 
aspect of our job was to discern a team who saw the importance of the mission 
work we were doing. Witnessing the way the 9 missionaries fell in love with 
this  trip and the kids  at  Valley  allowed me to better  understand how God 
manifests Himself. God called all of us to be missionaries so that He may show 
His love to His children who need it most. My experiences taught me that 
first, mission work is very powerful, and second that we must be willing to step 
into the unknown when God is calling us there.

For you convenience, it is now possible to make your 
donation to ACTS and the E. Donn Piattt Catholic 
Student Center via our website designed by cyber-
engineering  major  Luke  Hebert.  Visit  www.stac-
acts.com for more information.   

 Visit http://valleyoftheangelsorphanage.com for 
more information about The Valley of the Angels.  

Selected as one of the top 50 Catholic campus ministry programs in the U.S.

Ian Lovemore ‘18

In 2012, ACTS was the 
first mission team to visit 
the Valley of the Angels. In 
2016, six other schools 
participated in the ministry 
initiated by ACTS.   

75th Anniversary 
ACTS t-shirt

Ian Lovemore ’18 is a pre-med major. 
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Your giving ensures a Catholic presence at Louisiana Tech University.  Thank you!    

ACTS SPRING RETREAT 2016

FALL RETREAT 
2016 

Guided  by 
k i n e s i o l o g y 
professor  and 
r e s i d e n t 
parishioner  Dr. 

Tammy  Schil l ing,  ACTS  members 
enjoyed a  half-day retreat  at  Memorial 
Gym on Tech’s Campus. Dr. Schilling is 
a  trained  youth  leader  specializing  in 
empowering  youth  to  be  responsible 
leaders in today’s  world.  The retreat is 
activity  based  such  that  students  are 
challenged  on  all  levels  in  order  to 
discover  their  leadership strengths  and 
areas  in  need  of  improvement.  Dr. 
Schilling offers her time to ACTS freely 
and  i s  ver y  involved  with  ACTS 
members  on  a  regular  basis.   The 
Women’s Guild graciously provided the 
food for day. Thank you!       

S A T U R D A Y N I G H T 
SOCIALS 

It is a tradition for ACTS 
to sponsor a social event 
e v e r y  Sa turday.  Thi s 
pro v ides  a  good  and 
wholesome  environment 
for  college  students  to 
enjoy. 

SPAGHETTI DINNER 

The  annua l  ACTS 
Spa ghet t i  Dinner 
Night saw 2oo plates of 
spaghetti  “disappear.”   
The  making  of  the 

sauce  has  become  a  yearly  tradition 
under  the  careful  eye  of  resident 
parishioner  Doug  Perry.  Hours  of 
cutting and simmering go into making 
this sauce the talk of Ruston.

ACTS 
ATHLETICS 
I n t r a m u r a l 
sports  at  ACTS 
is  ver y  active 
again  this  year. 
Thanks  to 

Rachel Dickson for coordinating such a 
successful ACTStivity!  Go teams!  

WOMEN’S GUILD/ACTS TEA 

For  the  4th  year,  the  Women’s  Guild 
hosted  an  afternoon  tea  party  for  the 
young women of ACTS. This is a great 
opportunity for ACTS members to feel 
at home in Northern Louisiana.  

ACTSTIVITIES

    The ACTS Spring Retreat 2015 was held 
for  the  3rd  year  at  nearby  Gospel,  Inc.  
Over  the  years,  ACTS  has  built  a  very 
positive  relationship  with  the  kind  folks 
there.   Kyle  Robichaux  ‘16  and  Alex 
Monistere  ‘16  orchestrated  a  superb 
weekend  coordinating  the  efforts  of  14 
student  leaders  to  help  60  participants  
celebrate  our  theme,  “Strengthen  Your 
Hearts”  from  Pope  Francis’  2014  Lenten 
Message.
    The ACTS Spring Retreat is unique in 
that  the  entire  event  is  designed  by 
students.  The process  starts  in  December 
as  we  discern  who  will  lead  us  on  the 
retreat. Student leaders make all the plans, 
activities, skits, and props for the retreat.  
   Dr.  Tammy  Sch i l l ing  ga ve  us  a 
presentation  in  the  morning  that  focused 
on how our physical strength correlates to 
our spirituality. Taking the baton, Fr. Tony 
Posadas,  O.F.M.,  enlightened  us  in  the 
afternoon focusing on a five-point plan: 1. 
Elevate your thoughts. 2. Realize that your 
are  not  your  situation.  3.  Life  is  hard.  4. 
Realize  what  you  have  control  over.   5. 
Don’t go it alone.  His mantra for the day 
was “You are loved,  already,  saved already, 
and redeemed already.” 
    The St. Thomas community kept us well-
fed  over  the  weekend.  The  Men’s  Club 
caught the fish and fried it up on Saturday 
evening,  and the Women’s Guild provided 
all the snacks and goodies.

BEING CATHOLIC AT TECH

Wednesday Dollar Lunch at the EDP Catholic Student 
Center is still very popular.  Last year, 3,256 meals were 
served.  This is an increase of 500 lunches over last year!  

Sophia Reis, 
daughter of alums 
Louis and Elise, 
helps ACTS usher 
in the new theme 
for the year.



                       

Welcome, Class of 2020!
On September 5, Louisiana Tech welcomed 

its largest freshmen class to campus. Two days 
later, nearly 50 Catholic freshmen met at the 
E. Donn Piatt (EDP) Catholic Student Center 
at St. Thomas Church in Ruston for the first 
gathering  of  Freshmen  Crossing,  the  ACTS 
freshmen peer ministry program.

The first  meeting focused on all  that  St. 
Thomas Church and ACTS have to offer. Co-
leaders Caitlin Yerby and Roy Messina,  along 
with dozens of upperclassmen, showed the freshmen through 
the  big  room,  lounge,  and  kitchen  of  the  EDP Catholic 
Student Center; the JRL Catholic Life Center with its gym 
available for student use; the church; and the prayer garden. 
They pointed out  the friary,  where four  Franciscan friars  – 
including Fr. Frank (pastor) and Br. Mike (campus minister) – 

live right next door, as well  as the student 
rental properties, housing nine students. 
     A hallmark of Freshmen Crossing is that 
it’s  students  ministering  to  students.  Co-
leader Caitlin explains, “We want everyone 
to feel  welcome. We don’t want anyone to 
feel  lonely  during  freshmen  year.”  The 
program  get s  the  f re shmen  and 
upperclassmen  together  every  other  week 
for food, games, fellowship, and a safe place 

for  freshmen to  seek advice  from their  peers  and Catholic 
faculty  members,  who will  be  coming in  as  guest  speakers. 
With  its  biweekly  food and fellowship,  Crossing  gives  new 
students great opportunities to “be Catholic at Tech,” make 
lifelong  friendships,  and  have  the  best  time  possible  these 
next few years.  Courtney Smith ‘18
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